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MAJOR CHALLENGES TO ACCESS TO EDUCATION FOR SYRIANS IN TURKEY

LANGUAGE BARRIER

The majority of Syrians in Turkey speak Arabic as their
native language, but education in Turkey’s public
schools is in Turkish.

FREQUENT MIGRATION

Syrian families may be constantly on the move within
Turkey in search of better opportunities, resulting in
disrupted schooling.

The domestic political and security environment in
Turkey has caused some Syrian families to reconsider
whether they wish to stay in Turkey.

Regarding sending their children to Turkish public
schools, some Syrian families may be concerned

about things like co-educational education or the
perceived potential loss of Syrian identity through
Turkish schooling.

LACK OF INFORMATION

Syrian families may lack the information needed to go
about enrolling their children in the Turkish public
school system.

FINANCIAL LIMITATIONS

Families may lack the financial resources to send their
children to school, and children themselves may be
forced to work rather than study.

MAJOR CHALLENGES TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS FOR SYRIANS IN TURKEY

Syrian students may have difficulty focusing on educa-
tion in single-parent households or in homes where
they lack proper resources.

BULLYING AND
DISCRIMINATION

Syrian students may be exposed to discrimination by
fellow students and teachers, and they may face
psychosocial issues related to learning a curriculum
that focuses on a national history and identity other than
their own.
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TRAUMA

Many Syrian students suffer from trauma due to having
been exposed to the conflict in Syria as well as traumas
associated with their newfound situations in Turkey,
which often include poverty and social exclusion.

Turkish public schools and TECs alike are still relatively
ill-equipped to handle the large influx of Syrian students.
There is especially a lack of qualified educators,
administrators, and Arabic-speaking counselors.

¥ @TurkHeritage
f fb.com/turkishheritage



